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Leitir Ceanainn,
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F95 XK94
Cigireacht arna déanamh ag: L. McGlynn
Teideal: Cigire na Luathbhlianta

Déanann Cigireacht na Luathbhlianta, Tusla cigireacht ar Sheirbhisi Luathbhlianta faoi Alt 58(J) den Acht um

Churam Leanai, 1991 (arna chur isteach le hAlt 92 den Acht fan nGniomhaireacht um Leanai agus an Teaghlach,

2013).

Coinniollacha, ma bhaineann le habhar Ni bhaineann
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Cur sios ar an tseirbhis

Is seirbhis réamhscoile é Naionra na Cranndige ata lonnaithe ar imeall Dhoiri Beaga i gCo. Dhun na nGall. T4 an

tseirbhis claraithe chun seirbhis sheisiinach réamhscoile a sholathar do leanai idir 2 agus 6 bliana d’aois.
Feidhmionn an tseirbhis Luan go hAoine idir 9:30am agus 12:30pm, 38 seachtain sa bhliain.

T4 seomra réamhscoile amhain san aitreabh ina bhfuil cdiriocht slaintiochta do leanai in aice leis, leithreas foirne
ar leith agus cistin. Ta ait spraoi iata lasmuigh ar fail sa tseirbhis agus dion ar chuid di. T4 sé seo suite chun tosaigh

agus ta rochtain dhireach air 6 sheomra réamhscoile na leanai.

Solathar foirne ‘

T4 an tseirbhis & feidhmil ag duine amhain faoi lathair, agus mar sin, bhi ball foirne amhain i lathair ar 1a na

cigireachta.

Modheolaiocht

Is i Cigireacht na Luathbhlianta, Tusla, rialtéir reachtuil neamhspleach ar sheirbhisi luathbhlianta in Eirinn.

Sainmhinitear i Rialachain an Achta um Chudram Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 dualgas an tsolathrafi
chlaraithe sabhailteacht agus folldine leanai a chinntit agus cloi leis na riachtanais seo. Tugann an tAcht seo
Udaras do Tusla measunu a dhéanamh ar chomhlionadh leis na rialachain. Is é is aidhm le rialail maidir le seirbhisi
6ige na a chinntiu go seastar le cdram, sabhdilteacht, agus folldine na leanai a fhreastalaionn ar na seirbhisi seo.
Pleanailtear cigireachtai ar sheirbhisi luathbhlianta bunaithe ar na pointi seo a leanas:

. Stair chigireachta na seirbhise

. Eolas ar bith a fhaightear maidir leis an tseirbhis

Ta torthai na cigireachta bunaithe ar:

e Eolas a fhaightear tri dhoiciméid a imscrudu
* Breathnu direach

e Plé le baill foirne abhartha

Ba chigireacht gan choinne é seo, agus diriodh ar rialachas/sldinte, leas agus forbairt an linbh/sabhailteacht lena

linn. Féadfaidh cigireachtai diriu ar réimsi eile chomh maith, de réir mar is ga.

Leagtar amach torthai na cigireachta sa tuarascail maidir leis an gcigireacht a eisitear mar dhréacht-tuarascail ar
dtus chuig an tseirbhis, agus bionn deis ag an tseirbhis freagra a thabhairt ar thorthai ar bith a luaitear inti. | gcas

go sainaithnitear nach bhfuil ceanglais reachtula @ gcomhlionadh, ni mér don solathrai claraithe léirit a thabhairt
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ar an mbealach a réitiodh an neamhchombhlionadh agus mar a chuirfear cosc ar an neamhchombhlionadh amach
anseo. Usdidfear an plean um Ghniomh Ceartaitheach agus Gniomh Coisctheach (CAPA) chun bonn eolais a chur
le cinnti maidir le comhlionadh le ceanglais rialala. | gcas nach n-éirionn leis an solathrai claraithe na ceanglais

reachtula a chomhlionadh, féadfar préiseas géaraithe a thosu.

Forchoimeddann an Chigireacht an ceart chun eagarthéireacht a dhéanambh ar fhreagrai a fhaightear ar
chuiseanna éagsula lena n-diritear soiléireacht; iomlaine; agus chun prdisis riarachdin agus dlithidla a

chombhlionadh.

Is i an Chigireacht a chuireann an tuarascail le chéile.

Buiochas ‘

Is mian leis an gcigire buiochas a ghabhiil leis an duine i bhfeighil agus leis na leanai a bhi i |athair ar |13 na

cigireachta as a gcomhoibriu ar fad.

Rialachan 9 — Bainistiocht agus earcaiocht

(2) Cinnteoidh soldthrai cldraithe gur duine oiritinach innidil gach fostai, gach oibri nach n-ioctar agus gach
conraitheoir, agus cinedl na riachtanas a bhionn ar leanai d chur san direamh, lena n-diritear tri na nithe seo a
leanas a dhéanamh—
(a) breithniu ar theistiméireacht 6 fhostdiri an duine san am a caitheadh, mds ann, agus go hdirithe ar
theistiméireacht én bhfostdir is déanai, mds ann,
(b) breithniu ar theistiméireachtai 6 fhoinsi iontaofa i gcds duine nach raibh aon fhostdiri air né uirthi san am a
caitheadh,
(c ) breithniu ar an nochtadh grinnfhiosruchdin a fuarthas 6 Bhiuré Ndisitinta Grinnfhiosrichdin an Gharda
Siochdna de réir Acht 2012 i leith an duine, agus
d) a chinntit, a mhéid is indéanta, go soldthréidh duine, i gcds go raibh conai ar an duine i stdt seachas an Stat
ar feadh tréimhse ab fhaide nd 6 mhi as a chéile, grinnfhiosrichdn ag pdilini 6 na hudardis phdilineachta sa

stat sin.
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(4) Cinnteoidh soldthrai claraithe, gan dochar do ghineardltacht mhir (2) agus faoi réir mhireanna (5) agus (6), go
sealbhaionn gach fostai a bhionn ag obair go direach le leanai a fhreastalaionn ar an tseirbhis, mérdhdmhachtain i
gCiram agus Oideachas Luath-Oige ar Leibhéal 5 ar an gCreat Ndisitinta Cdiliochtai né cdiliocht a mheasfaidh an
tAire a bheith coibhéiseach I€éi sin, ar a laghad.

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh:

Nior fostaiodh aon bhall foirne nua 6 bhi an chigireacht dheireanach ann. Rinneadh athbhreithnid ar na comhaid

foirne a bhi ann cheana le linn cigireachta roimhe seo agus measadh gur chomhlion siad ceanglais rialachan (9) (2)

agus (4); mar sin, ni dhearnadh athbhreithnit ar chomhad ar bith mar chuid den chigireacht seo.

Cuid Il - Bainistiocht agus Foireann

Rialachan 11 - Leibhéil Foirne

(1) Faoi réir an Rialachdin seo, cinnteoidh solathrai claraithe go mbeidh gach trath lion leordhéthanach de dhaoine
fasta ag obair go direach leis na leanai a fhreastalaionn ar an tseirbhis réamhscoile.

(3) Faoi réir alt (5), cinnteoidh soldthrai cldraithe seirbhise réamhscoile seisitinai go gcomhlionfar gach trath an
céimheas iosta idir daoine fdsta agus leanai a shonraitear i gcoltn (3) de Chuid 1 de Sceideal 6 os coinne uimhir
thagartha dirithe a shonraitear i gcoltn (1) den Chuid sin i leith raon aoise na leanai a shonraitear i gcolun (2) den

Chuid sin ag an uimhir thagartha sin.

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh:

(1) Bhi go leor daoine fasta ag obair leis na leanai ar |4 na cigireachta.
(3) Bhi duine fasta amhain ag tabhairt aire do 7 leanbh idir 2 bhliain 11 mhi agus 4 bliana d’aois. Bhi na leanai go

|éir ag freastal ar an tseirbhis ar bhonn seisiunach.
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Cuid V - Ciram Linbh i Seirbhis Réamhscoile

Rialachdn 19 - Sldinte, leas agus forbairt linbh

(1) Cinnteoidh solathrai claraithe, le linn do no di a bheith ag soldthar seirbhis réamhscoile—
(a) go ndéanfar foghlaim, forbairt agus leas gach linbh a urasu laistigh de shaol laethuil na seirbhise
réamhscoile tri na gniomhaiochtai cui, an idirghniomhaiocht chui, na hdbhair chui agus an trealamh cui a
sholdthar, ag féachaint d’aois agus do chéim forbartha an linbh, agus

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh:

(1) (a) Tugadh sneaiceanna isteach 6n mbaile gach Ia agus ar maidin na cigireachta, chonacthas na leanai ag baint

taitneambh as bia sldintiuil, cothaitheach de réir bheartas na seirbhise maidir le bia folldin a ithe. Cuireadh gréithe ar
fail do gach leanbh lena n-usaid dd mba mhian leo. Bhi teacht ag gach leanbh ar a mbuidéal uisce féin ag am
sneaiceanna agus i rith an tseisitin. Bhi na leanai neamhspleach maidir leis an leithreas agus na haiseanna niochain
I[dmh a Usaid, agus bhi an ball foirne ar fail chun tacaiocht a thabhairt da mba gha. Spreagadh cleachtais iomchui um
niochan lamh tri amhran niochdin lamh a chanadh. D'fhreastail an ball foirne go pras ar riachtanais chdraim
phearsanta na bpaisti agus meabhraiodh do na leanai a lamha a ni agus a srén féin a ghlanadh. Bhi napruin ar féil le
haghaidh spraoi salach. Spreagadh na leanai a bheith neamhspleach 6 thaobh a gcétai a chur orthu, agus tugadh
tacaiocht chidin ddibh nuair ba gha.

Tugadh spds agus am do na paisti chun bogadh timpeall ina dtimpeallacht féin, ag roghnu a n-abhar agus a n-
acmhainni sigartha féin. D'éascaigh leagan amach an tseomra agus an ait spraoi lasmuigh saorghluaiseacht leanai
gan srian. Léiriodh meas sa tseirbhis ar spraoi lasmuigh agus labhair an ball foirne faoi na buntaisti a bhain leis agus
dheimhnigh sé gur tugadh am do na leanai dul i mbun spraoi lasmuigh gach 1. Bhi teacht ag na leanai ar throscan
compordach agus solathar abhar léitheoireachta a bhi oiriiinach da n-aois i gclinne cluthar, ait ar féidir leo sos a
ghlacadh né scithe a ligean le linn an lae. Chonacthas go raibh an ball foirne comhsheasmhach ina gcur chuige maidir
le hiompar leanai a bhainistiu agus Usdaid 4 baint as meascdn de theicnici seachrain airde agus idirbheartaiochta chun
dul i ngleic leis na fadhbanna beaga a thainig chun cinn.

Breathnaiodh an ball foirne ag caint leis na leanai ar bhealach deas tuisceanach spraiuil. Baineadh leas rialta as
comhra neamhfhoirmiudil mar mhodh chun foghlaim na bpaisti a leathnd agus an ball foirne ag baint Usaide as
teicnici ceistitichain oscailte. Moladh na leanai as a gcuid iompair, go hairithe nuair a bhi siad cabhrach do dhaoine
eile, ag glacadh seala agus ag roinnt acmhainni. Chonacthas leanai ag sugradh le chéile i mbeirteanna né i ngrupai
beaga agus nior chuir an fhoireann isteach air seo, rud a thug deis do na paisti caidreamh séisialta a fhorbairt lena
bpiarai. Tugadh deis do na pdisti roghanna agus cinnti a dhéanamh maidir lena gcuid spraoi agus bhi an trealamh

agus na habhair spraoi inrochtana go héasca agus stdrdilte ar sheilfeanna isle, rud a chabhraigh leis na leanai
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bréagdin agus gniomhaiochtai da rogha féin a roghnu. Leagadh amach na hacmhainni sa seomra chun réimsi spéise
a chruthd amhail cdinne baile, clinne siopa, barr boird, togdil, léamh, dramhealain agus ait phéinteala. | measc na
n-acmhainni laistigh de na réimsi seo, bhi tithe babdg, bloic thogdla, earrai domhan beag, garaisti agus feithicli
iompair agus binsi oibre. Baineadh Usdid as meascan d’acmhainni spraoi agus fior-rudai chun gach ceann de na
réimsi spéise a fheabhsu, mar shampla baineadh Usaid as glasrai agus coimeadain bia sa chudinne baile / sa chistin.
Cruthaiodh timpeallacht foghlama dbhair i bprionta ar fud an tseomra, rud a chuir forbairt teanga chun cinn tri
thaispeantais balla a léirigh grianghraif de na paisti ag sigradh i ngach ceann de na réimsi spéise. Bhi saothar ealaine
na leanai ar taispedint ar na taispedntais balla, rud a léirigh cruthaitheacht aonair na leanai.

Bhi go leor spais oscailte san it spraoi lasmuigh chun ligean do na leanai a bheith pairteach i spraoi oll-luaile agus
bhi liathréidi, rothair agus cleasa ar fail chun tacu leis an gcineal seo spraoi. Bhi rudai san ait spraoi seo chun rélimirt
agus spraoi samhailteach a éascu, chomh maith le cistin laibe ina raibh go leor trealaimh agus chonacthas leanai i
mbun spraoi salach ag staisitin uisce agus in ait phéinteala.

Bhi fianaise dhoiciméadach sa tseirbhis go raibh pleanail ghearrthéarmach, mheantéarmach agus fhadtéarmach 3
déanamh chun raon éagsuil deiseanna foghlama a chur ar fail do leanai i rith na bliana. Labhair an ball foirne faoin
bprdiseas chun gniomhaiochtai a phleandil sa suiomh agus rinne si cur sios ar an gcaoi a mbreathnaionn siad ar
leanai i mbun spraoi agus go gcumhdaitear téamai trathudla a cheapann siad a mbeadh spéis ag leanai iontu. Mar
shampla, toisc go raibh baill teaghlach ag beirt leanai a bhi ina ngairmithe curam sldinte, tugadh cuireadh ddéibh
teacht isteach sa tseirbhis chun labhairt le leanai faoin gcaoi a dtugann siad aire do dhaoine breoite. larradh ar
phaisti teidi a thabhairt 6n mbaile don I3 agus le linn na cuairte, chuir na leanai plastair agus bindealdin ar a gcuid
teidi chun aithris a dhéanamh ar an obair a bhi 4 cur sios. Thaispedin roinnt leanai a gcuid teidithe ‘tinne’ don chigire

ar an la agus labhair siad go briomhar faoin ngniomhaiocht.
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Cuid VI - Sabhailteacht

Rialachan 23 - Sldinte, sabhailteacht agus leas linbh a chosaint

Cinnteoidh soldthrai cldraithe go ndéanfar gach beart réasunach chun sldinte, sabhdilteacht agus leas linbh
réamhscoile a fhreastalaionn ar an tseirbhis a chosaint agus cinnteoidh sé né si go mbeidh timpeallacht na

seirbhise sabhdilte.

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh:

Sabhailteacht Ghinearalta

e Bhi an priomhdhoras faoi ghlas chun cosc a chur ar dhaoine neamhudaraithe teacht isteach agus chun a
chinntit nach n-éalddh pdiste réamhscoile gan mhaoirsid. Bhi ballai coincréiteacha agus fal adhmaid
timpeall ar imline an aitribh chun a chinntid nach n-éalédh leanai én ait spraoi lasmuigh gan mhaoirsiu.

e Bhi na bréagdin agus an trealamh ar fad i ndea-chaoi agus ni fhacthas fianaise ar bith go raibh baol san Jit.
Bhi oibredin ghlantachdin agus nithe guaiseacha stdérailte go sabhailte as raon l[dimhe na leanai agus ni raibh
rochtain ag na leanai ar an gcistin am ar bith i rith na cigireachta.

e Cuireadh straici sofheicthe ar fhuinneoga isle agus painéil ghloinithe chun timpisti leanai a chosc. Cuireadh
dalléga agus cordai daingnithe ar fhuinneoga ardleibhéil le dalléga. Bhi cablai leictreacha agus fleiscini
curtha as raon laimhe na leanai agus bhi siad i ndea-chaoi. Bhi fianaise dhoiciméadach ann go raibh
measunuithe riosca 4 ndéanamh ag an mball foirne chun guaiseacha a d'fhéadfadh a bheith ann do leanai
agus sa tseirbhis a shainaithint agus deireadh a chur leo.

e Bhi cludach cosanta ar an radaitheoir sa seomra réamhscoile chun a chinntit nach ndéfai duine ar bith.

Rialu lonfhabhtuithe:

e Bhi cuma dheas ghlan shlainteach ar an seomra spraoi agus ar an gcdiriocht sldintiochta in aice leis. Bhi
sceidil ghlantachain suas chun data ar fdil inar leagadh amach modhanna glantachdin agus na haiteanna
laistigh den seomra agus sa chdiriocht sldintiochta a bhi le glanadh.

e Bhi uisce te faoi rialu teirmeastatach, leacht gallunai agus tudilli paipéir ar fail i gcdiriocht sldintiochta na
leanai chun tacu le dea-chleachtais sldinteachais. Chonacthas na leanai ag ni a ldmha ag na hamanna
iomchui i rith an lae, lena n-airitear i ndiaidh an leithris a Usaid, i ndiaidh spraoi shalaigh agus roimh an
tsneaic a ithe. Bhi boscai bruscair troitheanacha ar fail chun didscairt shlainteach dramhaiola a chinntid.

e Bhisneaiceanna na leanai a tugadh isteach ¢ bhaile 3 stérail sa chuisneoir.

Ddileadh Cégas:
e Bhi cdgais i gcoinne fiabhras & storail sa chistin as raon ldimhe na leanai. Bhi beartas ag an tseirbhis maidir

le cdgas a dhaileadh, lena n-airitear an riachtanas toilit tuismitheora a fhail.
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Sabhailteacht Déiteain:
e Bhi an bealach amach saor 6 bhac agus bhi taifid de na druileanna déitedin a rinneadh gach mi ar fail don

chigire.

Cuid VI - Sabhailteacht

Rialachan 28 - Arachas

Cinnteoidh soldthrai cldraithe go mbeidh an tseirbhis réamhscoile faoi drachas leordhéthanach.

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh: ‘

Bhi deimhniu drachais ar taispedint ina raibh sonrai an chumhdaigh do suas le 22 leanbh ag freastal ar an tseirbhis

ar bhonn seisitinach. Ba é an 27 Samhain 2024 an data éaga a bhi luaite ar an deimhniu.
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Pre School
TUSLA Identifier: TU2015DL101
Name of Service: Naionra na Cranndige
Address of Service: An Chrannég, Strath na Corcra, Déirebeaga, Leitir Ceanainn, Co. Donegal
Eircode: F92 X968
Name of Registered Provider: Ray Mac Phaidin
Service type: Sessional
Date of Inspection: 10/11/2023
No of pre-school children: AM ‘ PM -

Address of the Early Years Inspectorate: | Donegal Early Years Inspectorate,
St. Conal’s Campus,

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal.

F95 XK94

Inspection undertaken by: L McGlynn

Title: Early Years Inspector

Authority to Inspect

The Tusla Early Years Inspectorate carries out inspections of Early Years Services under Section 58(J) of the Child

Care Act 1991 (as inserted by Section 92 of the Child and Family Agency Act 2013).

Conditions if applicable Not applicable

> Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
JSM Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 107
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Description of service

Naionra na Cranndige is a pre-school service located on the outskirts of Derrybeg, Co. Donegal. The service is
registered to provide a sessional pre-school service for children aged between 2 and 6 years. The service operates
Monday to Friday between the hours of 9:30am and 12:30pm for 38 weeks of the year.

The premises consists of one pre-school room with adjoining sanitary accommodation for children, a separate
staff toilet and a kitchen area. An enclosed, partially roofed outdoor play area is available on the premises. This

is located at the front of the service and is directly accessible from the children’s pre-school room.

Staffing

The service is currently operated singlehandedly therefore there was one staff member present on the day of

inspection.

Methodology

Tusla’s Early Years Inspectorate is the independent statutory regulator of early years services in Ireland. The Child
Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 define the duty of a registered provider to ensure the safety
and well- being of children and to comply with these regulations. This Act also gives Tusla the authority to assess
compliance with the regulations. The purpose of regulation in relation to early years services is to ensure that the
care, safety, and well-being of children attending such services is upheld. Inspections of early years services are
planned based on the following:

o Previous inspection history

. Any information received in relation to the service

The findings on inspection are based on:

. Information obtained through examination of documentation
J Direct observation
J Discussion with relevant staff

This inspection was unannounced and focused on the area of governance/ health, welfare and development of

child/ safety. The inspection may also focus on other areas as required.

Inspection findings are documented in the inspection report which is first issued in draft format to the service

with an opportunity to respond to any findings. Where statutory requirements are identified as not being met, the

Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
JSLA Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 2of 7
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registered provider must demonstrate how they have rectified the non-compliance and will prevent any non -
compliance from re occurring. The Corrective Action and Preventive Action plan (CAPA) will be used to inform
decisions about compliance with regulatory requirements. Where the registered provider fails to meet the

statutory requirements an escalation process may be commenced.

The inspectorate reserves the right to edit responses received for reasons including clarity, completeness and

compliance with administrative and legal processes.

The contents of the report are compiled by the inspectorate body.

Acknowledgments

The inspector wishes to acknowledge the cooperation of person in charge and children who were present on the

day of the inspection.

Part lll - Management and Staff

Regulation 9 — Management and recruitment

(2) A registered provider shall ensure that each employee, unpaid worker and contractor is suitable and competent
taking into consideration the nature of the needs of children, including by-

(a) consideration of references from the person’s past employers, if any, and in particular the most recent

employer, if any,

(b) consideration of references from reputable sources in the case of a person who has no past employers,

(c) consideration of the vetting disclosure received from the National Vetting Bureau of the Garda Siochdna in

accordance with the Act of 2012 in respect of the person, and

(d) ensuring, insofar as is practicable, that where a person has lived in a state other than the State for a period

of longer than 6 consecutive months, he or she provides police vetting from the police authorities in that state.
(4) A registered provider shall ensure that, without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (2) and subject to
paragraphs (5) and (6), each employee working directly with children attending the service holds at least a major
award in Early childhood Care and Education at Level 5 on the National Qualifications Framework or a qualification

deemed by the Minister to be equivalent.

. Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
J SI_A Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 3o0f7
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Compliance Information
There have been no new staff members recruited to the service since the last inspection. The existing staff files

were reviewed on previous inspection and deemed to meet the requirements of regulation (9) (2) and (4)

therefore there were no files reviewed as part of this inspection.

Part lll - Management and Staff

Regulation 11 - Staffing levels

(1) Subject to this Regulation, a registered provider shall ensure that there is at all times an adequate number of
adults working directly with the children attending the pre-school service.

(3) Subject to paragraph (5), a registered provider of a sessional pre-school service shall ensure that at all times the
minimum ratio of adults to children specified in column (3) of Part 2 of Schedule 6 opposite a particular reference
number specified in column (1) of that Part in respect of the age range of the children specified in column (2)

therefore at that reference number is satisfied.

Compliance Information

(1) There was an adequate number of adults working with the children on the day of inspection.

(3) There was one adult caring for seven children aged between 2 years 11 months and 4 years. All of the children

attended the service on a sessional basis.

Part V - Care of Child in Pre-school Service

Regulation 19 - Health, welfare and development of child

(1) A registered provider shall, in providing a pre-school service, ensure that-
(a) each child’s learning, development and well-being is facilitated within the daily life of the pre-school service
through the provision of the appropriate activities, interaction, materials and equipment, having regard to the

age and stage of development of the child, and

Compliance Information

(1) (a) Snacks were brought in from home each day and on the morning of inspection, children were observed

enjoying healthy, nutritious food in line with the healthy eating policy of the service. Crockery was provided to each
child to use if they wished. Each child had access to their individual drinking bottle of water at snack time and

throughout the session. Children were independent in using the toilet and handwashing facilities with the staff

Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
JSLA Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 4of 7
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member available to support if required. Appropriate handwashing practices were encouraged through the use of
a handwashing song. The personal care needs of the children were attended to promptly by the staff member with
children reminded to wash their hands and clean their own nose. Aprons were available for messy play activities.
Children were encouraged to be independent in putting on their coats, with gentle support provided when required.
Children were given space and time to move around their environment choosing their play materials and resources.
The layout of the room and the outdoor play area facilitated the free, unrestricted movement of children. The
service valued outdoor play and the staff member spoke about its benefits and assured that the children were given
time to play outdoors on a daily basis. Children had access to comfortable, soft furnishings with a supply of age-
appropriate reading materials in a cosy corner to facilitate rest or relaxation throughout the day. The staff member
was observed to be consistent in their approach to managing children’s behaviour using a mix of distraction
techniques and negotiation to address minor issues that arose.

The staff member was observed interacting with children in a warm, caring and playful manner. Informal
conversation was regularly used as a means of extending children’s learning with the staff member using open
ended questioning techniques. Children were praised for their behaviours, particularly when they were helpful to
others, taking turns and sharing resources. Children were observed playing together in pairs or small groups and
this was uninterrupted by staff, allowing children the opportunity to develop social relationships with their peers.
Children were given the opportunity to make choices and decisions regarding their play and the equipment and play
materials were easily accessible and stored on low level shelving which facilitated the children to select toys and
activities of their choice. The resources within the room were laid out so as to create interest areas such as a home
corner, shop area, tabletop, construction, reading, junk art and painting areas. Resources within these areas
included dolls houses, construction blocks, small world items, garages with transport vehicles and work benches. A
mix of both play and real-world resources were used to enhance each of the interest areas for example vegetables
and food containers were used in the home/kitchen area. A print-rich learning environment had been created
throughout the room which promoted language development through attractively displayed wall displays showing
photographs of the children at play in each of the interest areas. The wall displays also represented the individual
creativity of children with children’s individual artwork.

There was with sufficient free space in the outdoor area for children to engage in gross motor play with footballs,
bikes and tricks available to support this type of play. The area also facilitated role and imaginary play with a well
equipment mud kitchen and children were observed engaged in messy play at a water station and painting area.
There was documentary evidence in the service of short, medium and long term planning being carried out to

provide a diverse range of learning opportunities to children throughout the year. The staff member spoke about

] a Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years

9 Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 50f7
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the process for planning activities in the setting and described how they observe children at play and take in to
account topical themes that they feel will interest children. For example, as two children had members of their
family who were healthcare professionals, they were invited into the service to talk to children about how they care
for people who were sick. Children were asked to bring a teddy from home for the day and during the visit, children
applied plasters and bandages to their teddies to mimic the work being described. Some children proudly showed

their ‘sick’ teddies to the inspector on the day and spoke with great animation about the activity.

Part VI - Safety

Regulation 23 - Safeguarding health, safety and welfare of child

A registered provider shall ensure that all reasonable measures are taken to safeguard the health, safety and
welfare of a pre-school child attending the service and that the environment of the service is safe.
General Safety:

e The main entrance door was secured to prevent unauthorised entry by a person or the unsupervised exiting
of a pre-school child. The perimeter of the premises was enclosed with concrete walls and wooden fencing
preventing children from exiting the outdoor area unsupervised.

e Alltoys and equipment appeared in good condition and there was no evidence of hazards. Cleaning agents
and hazardous items were stored safely out of the reach of children and the kitchen was inaccessible to
children at all times during the inspection.

e Low level windows and glazed panels were fitted with visibility strips to prevent accidents or incidents with
children. Higher level windows were fitted with blinds and the cords had been secured. Electrical cables and
flexes were out of children’s reach and in good condition. There was documentary evidence of risk
assessments being carried out by the staff member to identify and eliminate any potential hazards for
children while attending.

e There was a protective covering on the radiator in the preschool room preventing the risk of a burn injury.

Infection Control:
e The pre-school room and adjoining sanitary accommodation presented in a clean and hygienic condition.
Up to date cleaning schedules outlining appropriate cleaning methods and the various areas to be cleaned

within the room and sanitary accommodation were available.

- Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
J )LA Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 6 of 7
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e Liquid soap, warm water and paper towels were available in the children’s sanitary accommodation to
support hand washing practices. Children were observed washing their hands at appropriate intervals
throughout the day including after using the toilet, and before snack. Foot pedal operated bins were
available for the hygienic disposal of waste.

e Childrens snacks brought in from home were stored in the refrigerator.

Administration of Medication:
e Anti febrile medication was stored in the kitchen out of reach of children. The service had a policy on the

administration of medication including the requirement for parental consent.

Fire Safety:
e The exit route was free from obstruction and records of fire drills carried out each month were available for

the inspector to view.

Part VI - Safety

Regulation 28 - Insurance

A registered provider shall ensure that the pre-school service is adequately insured.

Compliance Information \

An insurance certificate was on display detailing cover for up to 22 children attending the service on a sessional

basis. The expiry date on the certificate was 27 November 2024.

] Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
JSLA Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 7 of 7
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