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Seoladh na Cigireachta Luathbhlianta: Tusla - An Ghniomhaireacht um Leanai agus an Teaghlach,

Cigireacht na Luathbhlianta, Stitdrthdireacht um Dhearbhu Cailiochta,
Foirgneamh Cliniciuil & Riarachain,

Bloc A- (14 Urlar-Conair Ghlais), Pairc Mhuirlinne, Gaillimh

Cigireacht arna déanamh ag: F Nic Dhonnacha

Teideal : Cigire na Luathbhlianta

Udaras chun cigireacht a dhéanamh

Déanann Cigireacht na Luathbhlianta, Tusla cigireacht ar Sheirbhisi Luathbhlianta faoi Alt 58(J) den Acht um

Churam Leanai, 1991 (arna chur isteach le hAlt 92 den Acht fan nGniomhaireacht um Leanai agus an Teaghlach,

2013).

Coinniollacha, ma bhaineann le habhar Clicedil n6 tapail anseo chun téacs a chur isteach.

N Rialachain an Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
JSI_A Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) (Leasu) 2016 1 de 14
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Cuireann an réamhscoil phriobhaideach seo na roghanna ar fail maidir le ciram lae iomlan agus solathar cdraim

phairtaimseartha ¢ 8.00 go dti 18.00 uair an chloig agus clar cuiraim réamhscoile Cdram agus Oideachas na Luath-
Oige (ECCE) agus clar seisitinach 6 9.30 go dti 12.30 uair an chloig, 6 Luan go hAoine. Freastalaionn an réamhscoil
ar phaisti idir 0 mi agus 6 bliana d'aois. Ina theannta sin, cuirtear clar aoise scoile ar fail 6 13.45 go dti 18.00 uair
an chloig. Cuirtear curaclam réamhscoile bunaithe ar sigradh ata dirithe ar Montessori agus ar spéiseanna ata ag
teacht chun cinn ar fail. Ta an tseirbhis réamhscoile lonnaithe ar a tailte féin, i srdidbhaile Furbo, iarthar chontae
na Gaillimhe. Ta sé sheomra stgartha: an seomra Naionan, an seomra Wobbler/Seomra corcra, an seomra do
leanai/Seomra bui, an Seomra Sdisearach Montessori/Seomra glas agus an seomra aoise scoile/Seomra ban ar an
mbunurlar agus td an Seomra Sinsearach Montessori/Seomra thuas agus an seomra in aois scoile ar an gcéad
urldr. T4 aonad foscadh lasmuigh ann ar a dtugtar an Cnoc a Usaideann an Seomra thuas staighre/senior
Montessori dha 13 sa tseachtain le haghaidh gniomhaiochtai lasmuigh agus foghlama. Ta dha sheomra codlata
ainmnithe, le seacht leaba agus naoi leaba. Ina theannta sin, ta 28 leaba cruachta ar fail do leanai réamhscoile nios
sine a dteastaionn codladh uathu. Ta a chistin féin ag an aitreabh ina n-ullmhaiodh, cdcardilte agus stérailte
priomhbhéili na bpaisti ar an [athair. Ta seomra bia ainmnithe in aice leis an gcistin a Usdideann na paisti. Ta
rochtain ag na paisti réamhscoile ar limistéir sugartha slan lasmuigh éagsula ar chul agus taobh an aitribh agus ar
an gCnoc, lena n-airitear limistéar foscadh uile-aimsire le haghaidh gniomhaiochtai sigartha leanai, aer ar agus

taiscéalaiocht.

Solathar foirne

Bionn an solathrai claraithe ar an aitreabh gach I4. Ta 14 ball foirne san iomlan agus (beirt mhac léinn os cionn 18
mbliana d'aois a ndearnadh maoirseacht orthu i gcdnai) ag obair san ditreabh faoi lathair. Ta duine ainmnithe i
gceannas agus td ionadai ainmnithe ann. Ta mérdhamhachtain ar a laghad ag aon bhall foirne déag i gCliram agus
Oideachas na Luath-Oige ag Leibhéal 5 ar an gCreat Naisitinta Cailiochtai, né cailiocht a mheasann an tAire a
bheith comhionann. Ta fianaise dhoiciméadach ag an bhfoireann maidir le hoilidint agus oideachas leanunach.

Ar 13 na cigireachta, bhi naonur ball foirne ag obair go direach leis na paisti réamhscoile, lena n-airitear an duine a
bhi i gceannas. Bhi ball foirne amhain ag obair leis na paisti in aois scoile. Ina theannta sin, bhi mac Iéinn os cionn
18 mbliana d'aois ann a bhi faoi mhaoirseacht i gcdnai agus é ag tabhairt aire do na pdisti. Ba é an duine a bhii
gceannas an cécaire ainmnithe a bhi ag ullmhq, ag cécaireacht, ag freastal ar bhéili agus sneaiceanna do leanai.

Ina theannta sin, chabhraigh an duine ata i gceannas leis na codanna riarachdin den iniuchadh.

» Rialachain an Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
g 3I_A Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) (Leasu) 2016 2 de 14
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Modheolaiocht

Is { Cigireacht na Luathbhlianta, Tusla, rialtéir reachtuil neamhspleach ar sheirbhisi luathbhlianta in Eirinn.

Sainmbhinitear i Rialachain an Achta um Churam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 dualgas an tsolathrai
chlaraithe sabhailteacht agus folldine leanai a chinntiu agus clof leis na riachtanais seo. Tugann an tAcht seo
udaras do Tusla measunu a dhéanamh ar chomhlionadh leis na rialachdin. Is é is aidhm le rialdil maidir le seirbhisi
dige na a chinntiu go seastar le ciram, sabhdilteacht, agus folldine na leanai a fhreastalaionn ar na seirbhisi seo.

Pleandiltear cigireachtai ar sheirbhisi luathbhlianta bunaithe ar na pointi seo a leanas:

o Stair chigireachta na seirbhise

o Eolas ar bith a fhaightear maidir leis an tseirbhis
. T4 torthai na cigireachta bunaithe ar:

° Eolas a fhaightear tri dhoiciméid a imscrudu

o Breathnu direach

o Plé le baill foirne dbhartha

Ba chigireacht neamhfhdgartha é seo, agus diriodh ar rialachas sldinte, folldine agus forbairt an linbh,

sabhailteacht, ditreabh agus saordidi lena linn. Féadfaidh cigireacht dirid ar réimsi eile chomh maith, de réir mar is

ga.

Ar inidchadh, sainaithniodh neamhchomhlionadh breise a bhi ina riosca faoi Rialachan 9 agus faoi Rialachan 23. Ta

na torthai seo leagtha amach sna rialachdin abhartha sa tuarascail seo.

Leagtar amach torthai na cigireachta sa tuarascdil maidir leis an gcigireacht a eisitear mar dhréacht-tuarascail ar
dtus chuig an tseirbhis, agus bionn deis ag an tseirbhis freagra a thabhairt ar thorthai ar bith a luaitear inti. | gcas
go sainaithnitear nach bhfuil ceanglais reachtula @ gcomhlionadh, ni mér don solathrai claraithe léiriu a thabhairt
ar an mbealach a réitiodh an neamhchomhlionadh agus mar a chuirfear cosc ar an neamhchomhlionadh amach
anseo. Usaidfear an plean um Ghniomh Ceartaitheach agus Gniomh Coisctheach (CAPA) chun bonn eolais a chur
le cinnti maidir le comhlionadh le ceanglais rialdla. | gcas nach n-éirionn leis an solathrai claraithe na ceanglais

reachtula a chomhlionadh, féadfar prdiseas géaraithe a thosu.

» Rialachain an Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
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Forchoimeddann an Chigireacht an ceart chun eagarthdireacht a dhéanamh ar fhreagrai a fhaightear ar
chuiseanna éagsula lena n-diritear soiléireacht; iomldine; agus chun praisis riarachain agus dlithiula a

chomhlionadh.

Is i an Chigireacht a thiomsaionn abhar na tuarascala.

Buiochas

Is mian leis an gCigireacht buiochas a ghabhdil leis an duine i bhfeighil, leis an bhfoireann agus leis na leanai a bhi i

|athair ar 13 na cigireachta as a gcomhoibriu ar fad.

Cuid Ill - Bainistiocht agus Foireann

Rialachan 9 — Bainistiocht agus earcaiocht

(1) Cinnteoidh soldthrai claraithe-
(a) go mbeidh sa tseirbhis duine i bhfeighil ainmnithe agus duine arna ainmniu né arna hainmniu a bheidh
dbalta gniomhu mar ionadai de réir mar is gd,
(b) go mbeidh an duine i bhfeighil ainmnithe né an duine arna ainmnit né arna hainmniu dd dtagraitear i
bhfomhir (a) san ditreabh gach trdth le linn na tréimhse ina mbeidh an tseirbhis réamhscoile d seoladh, agus
(2) Cinnteoidh soldthrai claraithe gur duine oiritinach innitil gach fostai, gach oibri nach n-ioctar agus gach
conraitheoir, agus cinedl na riachtanas a bhionn ar leanai @ chur san direamh, lena n-diritear tri na nithe seo a
leanas a dhéanamh—
(a) breithniu ar theistiméireacht 6 fhostdiri an duine san am a caitheadh, mds ann, agus go hdirithe ar
theistiméireacht on bhfostdir is déanai, mds ann,
(b) breithniu ar theistiméireachtai 6 fhoinsi iontaofa i gcds duine nach raibh aon fhostéiri air né uirthi san am a
caitheadh,
(c ) breithnit ar an nochtadh grinnfhiosrtuchdin a fuarthas 6 Bhiurd Ndisiunta Grinnfhiosruchdin an Gharda
Siochdna de réir Acht 2012 i leith an duine, agus
(d) a chinntiu, a mhéid is indéanta, go solathrdidh duine, i gcds go raibh cénai ar an duine i stdt seachas an Stdt
ar feadh tréimhse ab fhaide nd 6 mhi as a chéile, grinnfhiosriuchdn ag pdilini 6 na hidardis phdilineachta sa

stat sin.

p Rialachain an Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
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(4) Cinnteoidh solathrai cldraithe, gan dochar do ghineardltacht mhir (2) agus faoi réir mhireanna (5) agus (6), go
sealbhaionn gach fostai a bhionn ag obair go direach le leanai a fhreastalaionn ar an tseirbhis, mérdhdmhachtain i
gCuram agus Oideachas Luath-Oige ar Leibhéal 5 ar an gCreat Ndisitinta Cdiliochtai nd cdiliocht a mheasfaidh an

tAire a bheith coibhéiseach léi sin, ar a laghad.

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh:
1. (a) Bhi duine ainmnithe i gceannas agus bhi duine ainmnithe ar fail le hionadu sa seirbhis.

(b) Bhi an duine i gceannas ar an ditreabh nuair a thainig an cigire luathbhlianta agus d'fhan sé ar an lathair ar
feadh ré na cigireachta. Léirigh uainchldir foirne go raibh an duine ainmnithe i gceannas né an t-ionadai ar
fail, ar an aitreabh, nuair a bhi na paisti réamhscoile i lathair.

(2)  Rinneadh athbhreithnit ar gach 14 chomhad foirne agus 2 chomhad mac |éinn ar |4 na cigireachta. Airiodh
leis seo an solathrai claraithe, an duine atd i gceannas/cdcaire, ball foirne in aois scoile, duine foirithinte
agus deichniur ball foirne a oibrionn go direach leis na paisti réamhscoile.

(a) Ocht dteistiméireacht dhéag bhailiochtaithe scriofa, a bhi ar fail ar chomhad, 6 iarfhostair.

(b) Bhi ceithre thagairt bhailiochtaithe scriofa déag, a bhi ar fail ar chomhad, 6 fhoinse seachas an fostdir roimhe

seo.

(c) Fuarthas nochtadh grinnfhiosrichain an Gharda Siochana maidir le 14 ball foirne agus beirt mhac léinn os
cionn 18 mbliana d'aois. Mar sin féin, nior chloigh an tseirbhis leis na frdmai ama ath-ghrinnfhiosrichain
mar atd leagtha amach i bhFégra Rialala na Cigireachta Luathbhlianta, rud a d'éiligh ar sheirbhisi
grinnfhiosrichdn an Gharda Siochana a athnuachan gach tri bliana. Féach an fhaisnéis atd leagtha amach
faoi rialachan 23 den tuarascail seo, le do thoil.

(d) Ceathrar de 5 dhuine fasta a bhi ina gcdnai lasmuigh den dlinse, ar feadh nios faide na 6 mhi, agus iad
os cionn 18 mbliana d'aois an grinnfhiosrdchan pailini riachtanach ar fail ar chomhad.

(4)  Bhi Cailiocht agus Cailiochtai Eireann (QQl) ag Leibhéal 5 ar a laghad, i gClram agus Oideachas na Luath-
Oige, ag aon duine déag den cheithre dhuine dhéag d'aosaigh. Bhi céipeanna de na cailiochtai ar chomhad

do na baill foirne seo. Ni raibh cailiocht ag teastail én gcécaire cistine agus dn mball foirne in aois scoile.

Faisnéis maidir le Neamhchomhlionadh
(2)(d) Ni raibh an grinnfhiosrichan pailini riachtanach ar fdil ar dhuine de 5 dhuine de 5 duine fasta a bhi ina

gconai agus ag obair i stat seachas an stat seo agus iad os cionn 18 mbliana d'aois ar feadh nios mé na 6 mhi.
(4) Nior léirigh duine fasta amhdin a bhi ag obair go direach leis na leanai réamhscoile fianaise ar an méid seo a

leanas:

> Rialachain an Achta um Churam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
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— Déamhachtain fosta i gCéiliocht agus Cailiochtai Eireann (QQl) ag Leibhéal 5 ar an gCreat Naisitinta
Cailiochtai, i gCiram agus Oideachas na Luath-Oige né cailiocht a mheasann an tAire a bheith

coibhéiseach.

Gniomh Ceartaitheach & Gniomh Coisctheach arna seoladh isteach ag an Solathrai Claraithe
Ar an 10/09/2025, chuir an soldthrai claraithe an méid seo a leanas in iul

Gniomh Ceartaitheach agus Gniomh Coisctheach
(1) (d)Fuarthas grinnfhiosrdchdan péilini don duine fasta amhadin nach raibh an grinnfhiosrdchan péilini

riachtanach aige ar 13 na cigireachta. Déanfar athbhreithniu criochnuil ar gach comhad foirne amach
anseo agus gheobhaidh tu grinnfhiosrdchan paéilini riachtanach d'aon fhoireann a chénaigh né a d'oibrigh i
stat ar feadh nios mé na sé mhi os cionn ocht mbliana déag d'aois.

(4) Cuireadh iarratas chuig an DCEDIY ar aitheantas luathbhlianta do dhuine fasta amhain a bhi ag obair go

direach leis na leanai réamhscoile.

Doiciméid Tacaiochta Curtha isteach

(2)(d) Cuireadh céip den grinnfhiosrichan pdilini a bhi ag teastail.
(4) Cuireadh céip den litir 6n Roinn Leanai, Comhionannais, Michumais, Lanphairtiochta agus Oige (DCEDIY)

isteach agus an choibhéis chdiliochta leagtha amach.

Nota Trachta Achomair

Ta athbhreithniu déanta ag an gcigire ar na gniomhartha agus ar an bhfianaise a cuireadh isteach. Tugadh aghaidh

leordhdthanach ar an neamhchomhlionadh a sainaithniodh faoi Rialachan 9 (2)(d) agus (2) (4).

i Rialachain an Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
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Cuid Il — Bainistiocht agus Foireann

Rialachan 11 - Leibhéil Foirne

(1) Faoi réir an Rialachdin seo, cinnteoidh soldthrai cldraithe go mbeidh gach trath lion leordhothanach de dhaoine
fdsta ag obair go direach leis na leanai a fhreastalaionn ar an tseirbhis réamhscoile.
(2) Faoi réir mhireanna (4) agus (5), diritheoidh soldthrai cldraithe seirbhise curaim lae iomldin nd seirbhise ctraim
lae phdirtaimseartha gurb é an céimheas iosta idir aosaigh agus leanai a shonraitear i gcoltin (3) de Chuid 1 de
Sceideal 6 os coinne uimhreacha tagartha dirithe a shonraitear i gcoltin (1) den Chuid sin i leith raon aoise na
leanai a shonraitear i gcolun (2) de ag an uimhir thagartha sin i gconai sdsta.
(8) Gan dochar do mhireanna (2) go (7)-

(a) cinnteoidh soldthrai cldraithe seirbhise réamhscoile seachas seirbhis fhaireachais leanai né seirbhis

réamhscoile seisiunach go mbeidh 2 dhuine fdsta ar a laghad san ditreabh i gcénai,

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh:

(1)  Chinntigh an solathrai claraithe go raibh lion leordhdthanach daoine fasta ag obair leis na leanai
réamhscoile. Ar maidin na cigireachta, bhi 44 paiste réamhscoile i lathair.
- Bhi 12 leanbh idir 1 bhliain agus 2 bhliain d'aois,
- Bhi 6 leanbh idir 2 agus 3 bliana d'aois,
- Bhi 26 leanbh idir 3 agus 6 bliana d'aois.
(2)  Coinniodh an céimheas iosta idir daoine fasta agus leanai le linn na cigireachta.
Bhi naonur ball foirne ag tabhairt aire dhireach do na leanai seo.
Chuidigh an bainisteoir leis an taobh riarachain den inidchadh agus rinneadh maoirseacht ar mhac léinn
amhain agus é ag idirghniomhu leis na pdisti.
(8)(a) O athbhreithniu ar uainchlar na seirbhise, ba Iéir go gcinntionn an tseirbhis réamhscoile go bhfuil beirt
dhaoine fasta ar an aitreabh le linn oibrid na seirbhise curaim lae iomlan 6 Luan go hAoine.
Ina theannta sin, bhi duine fasta amhdin ag tabhairt aire dhireach do 11 leanbh in aois scoile ar chlar

campa samhraidh.

p Rialachain an Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
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Cuid V - Ciram Linbh i Seirbhis Réamhscoile

Rialachdn 19 - Sldinte, leas agus forbairt linbh

(1) Cinnteoidh soldthrai claraithe, le linn do nd di a bheith ag soldthar seirbhis réamhscoile —

(a) go ndéanfar foghlaim, forbairt agus leas gach linbh a urasu laistigh de shaol laethuil na seirbhise
réamhscoile tri na gniomhaiochtai cui, an idirghniomhaiocht chui, na habhair chui agus an trealamh cui a

sholdthar, ag féachaint d’aois agus do chéim forbartha an linbh.

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh:
(1)(a)Eascaiodh foghlaim, forbairt agus folldine na bpaisti laistigh den tseirbhis tri ghniomhaiochtai,

idirghniomhaiochtai, abhair agus trealamh cui a chur ar fail, ag féachaint d'aois agus do chéim forbartha na

leanai.

Riachtanais Bhunusacha na Leanai:

. Chaith na daoine fasta leis na paisti ar bhealach comhbhach agus measuil, agus baineadh Usdid as straitéisi
iompraiochta dearfacha le linn idirghniomhaiochtai.

. Rinne na daoine fasta comhra leis na paisti ar bhealach iogair, d'Usdid siad toin bhog gutha, chuaigh siad i
ngleic leis na paisti ag a leibhéal agus d'fhreagair siad go pras da gcuid leideanna chun cinamh agus compord
a fhail sa timpeallacht laistigh agus lasmuigh.

. Thug na daoine fasta moladh agus spreagadh. Bhi meas agus tacaiocht ar na padisti ina rogha
rannphairtiochta aonair agus grupa i ngniomhaiochtai.

. Breathnaiodh cur chuige an duine larnach i ngach seomra cuiraim. Léirigh an fhoireann leibhéal cui eolais ar
spéiseanna agus ar chumais aonair na bpaisti. Cuireadh na paisti ar an eolas agus chuathas i gcomhairle leo
roimh ré faoi athruithe sna gniomhaiochtai. Cuireadh na haistrithe sa chlar ciraim i gcrich go comhthaite ar
bhealach socair sna seomrai curaim.

. Spreagadh na paisti chun a bheith neamhspledch i sigradh agus i bhfoghlaim, agus iad ag tabhairt aire da
gcuid rudai agus ag baint Usaide as an leithreas. Rinne an fhoireann maoirseacht agus caitheamh leis na

paisti ar bhealach iogair fad is a d'Usdid na paisti an leithreas.

. Spreagadh agus tugadh tacaiocht do na paisti chun a gcuid riachtanas curaim phearsanta féin a bhainistiu.

. Athraiodh leanai a chaith cldidin go rialta agus coinniodh a bpriobhdideacht agus a ndinit le linn an nds
imeachta.

. Tugadh aire do chodladh an naionain ar bhonn aonair agus cuireadh limistéar agus gniomhaiochtai eile ar

fail do phaisti nar theastaigh uathu codladh.

» Rialachain an Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
J ;LA Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) (Leasu) 2016 8 de 14
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Bhi dha sheomra codlata ainmnithe do phdisti nios dige a chodail i leapacha agus rinneadh seomra stigartha
Seomra Bui a athchdiriu tar éis am dinnéir d'aon cheann de na paisti nios sine a bhi tuirseach agus a raibh
scith no codladh ag teastail uathu. Baineadh Usaid as leapacha cruachta le linéadach leapa aonair do gach
leanbh.

Breathnaiodh go raibh am béile ina thréimhse suaimhneach agus gan deifir. Tairgeadh codanna breise do
na paisti ma d'iarr siad nios mé. Bhi béili agus sneaiceanna ag na pdisti go léir 6 na seomrai stigartha ar an
mbunurldr ina seomrai sugartha, agus chuaigh na paisti dn gcéad urldr go dti an seomra bia le haghaidh a
bpriomhbhéili.

Cuireadh réimse gniomhaiochtai sugartha agus foghlama ar fdil do na pdisti. Breathnaiodh go raibh na pdisti
rannphairteach go hiomlan agus go raibh siad san direamh i ngach gniomhaiocht sna timpeallachtai laistigh
agus lasmuigh.

Breathnaiodh ar na paisti ag éisteacht le scéalta agus ag idirghniomhu leis na daoine fasta, ag sugradh le
feithicli iompair, babdg, cultacha, ealain agus ceardaiocht agus ag gniomhaiochtai boird.

Tugadh faoi deara go raibh saoirse ag na paisti sa seomra leanbh crawlail, rolladh nd siul ar na matai boga
sa seomra. Breathnaiodh orthu ag imirt sa linn sndmha liathrdid, ag imirt le sértalaithe cruth agus ag sui leis
an bhfoireann ar an urlar ag féachaint ar leabhair.

Bhi deis ag na pdisti go léir sugradh ina limistéir sdgartha lasmuigh ainmnithe ar I3 na cigireachta.
Chonacthas na paisti ag sugradh ar thrirothaigh, ag dreapadh ar an ionad gniomhaiochta, ag rith, ag toérail,

ag sui ar na suiochdin i gcruth muisiridn agus ag sugradh ar an sabh.

Timpeallacht Fhisicitil agus Abhartha:

Cuireadh acmhainni cui ar na timpeallachtai laistigh agus lasmuigh le raon trealaimh agus dbhair ata
dushlanach 6 thaobh forbartha de. Bhi na seomrai ciraim geal agus ildaite, le saothar ealaine na bpaisti
agus aiseanna foghlama maisithe i mBéarla agus i nGaeilge araon. Bhi taispedntas amhairc ar fail a
thaispednann léaraid ghrianghrafaddireachta de ghnathamh na bpaisti, ata sa rang inniu, fUmsa agus
mothuchain.

Bhi réimsi spéise leordhdthanacha ag gach seomra stgartha, lena n-airitear limistéar ealaine agus
ceardaiochta, tdblai agus cathaoireacha isealleibhéil le haghaidh gniomhaiochtai boird, limistéar gléasta
suas le réimse leathan cultacha, cistin, cdinne siopa agus tabla dulra. Bhi rogha leabhar i ngach seomra

agus spas suiochain bog chun scith a ligean agus scith a ligean.
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ISPECTORATE

e Bhi na haonaid seilfeanna ag freastal ar choimeddain lipéadaithe ina n-aonar le raon mor trealaimh tégala,
litearthachta, bréige agus ionramhdla.
e Bhina boird agus na cathaoireacha oiritinach d'aois agus d'oirfeadh siad d'aois na bpdisti i ngach seomra.

Bhi bréagdin bhreise agus abhair sugartha ar fdil agus rothlaiodh iad ar bhonn séasurach.

Limistéar Sugartha Lasmuigh

e Bhi na limistéir sabhdilte agus slan le ballai teorann agus falta le dromchla ionsichain tionchair agus cosain
choincréite. Bhi ionad mdr gniomhaiochta sa limistéar stgartha ata suite ar chul na seirbhise le limistéar
dreapadodireachta, rothair sleamhnain, pedal agus cothromaiochta. Bhi seid stérdla ann le bréagain
bhreise éagsula agus abhair sugartha. Bhi an limistéar stigartha lasmuigh ar thaobh an &itribh in aice leis
an seomra leanbh, na Toddlers agus an seomra Montessori. | measc na n-earrai bhi tithe sugartha
adhmaid, siopa a bhi cosuil leis an siopa pobail aitiuil, ionad gniomhaiochta, rothair bhru, carranna coise,
sabha agus sleamhndin.

e Inatheannta sin, bhi limistéar ar fail le féar saorga, le balla teorann a bhi slan agus fald.

e Archdl an itribh ar fad ta limistéar ar a dtugtar an Cnoc, le bealach isteach thrid tollain sna bhfaltai.
Aithniodh go n-Usaideann na paisti agus na daoine fasta an limistéar seo ar an Mairt agus ar an Déardaoin.
Cuimsionn an limistéar seomra gairdin adhmaid le boird, cathaoireacha, dbhair sugartha agus trealamh
spraoi. Ta dromchla féir sa gceantar seo agus ta sé slan le ballai teorann agus breathnaionn sé amach ar

Chuan na Gaillimhe.

Cuid VI - Sabhailteacht

Rialachan 23 - Sldinte, sabhailteacht agus leas linbh a chosaint

Cinnteoidh solathrai claraithe go ndéanfar gach beart réastnach chun sldinte, sabhailteacht agus leas linbh
réamhscoile a fhreastalaionn ar an tseirbhis a chosaint agus cinnteoidh sé né si go mbeidh timpeallacht na

seirbhise sabhailte.

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh:

Sabhdilteacht Ghinearalta:
e Bhian doras isteach sa réamhscoil slan chun cosc a chur ar rochtain neamhudaraithe ag duine né ar
imeacht gan mhaoirseacht ag leanbh réamhscoile.
Bhi na limistéir sigartha lasmuigh daingnithe le falq, ballai agus geatai ionas nach bhféadfadh daoine
neamhudaraithe rochtain a fhail ar an limistéar né dul isteach sa limistéar né nach bhféadfadh leanai

imeacht gan mhaoirseacht.

p Rialachain an Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
J SI_A Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) (Leasu) 2016 10 de 14
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Bhi cdéras slandala ag na doirse isteach sa chistin, sa seomra bia, san oifig, sa seomra foirne agus sna
seomrai sldintiochta do dhaoine fasta amhain.

Stéraladh na gniomhairi glantachain agus an trealamh go |éir inaccessible agus as teacht na leanai.
Breathnaiodh go raibh na bréagain agus an trealamh stgartha go léir sabhailte agus i riocht maith.
Bhi cordai dall daingnithe le duntdiri agus da bhri sin ni raibh siad inrochtana do phaiste réamhscoile.

Bhi doirse déitedin ar fud an fhoirgnimh gan bhac.

Riald lonfhabhtuithe:

e Bhi tri limistéar athraithe cldidini ainmnithe:
Ceann do na paisti ata ag freastal ar an seomra Naiondn,
Ceann do na paisti ata ag freastal ar an Seomra corcra/na wobblers,
Ceann do na paisti ata ag freastal ar an Seomra bui/toddler.

e Lipéadaiodh earrai na bpdisti le haghaidh cldidin a athru.
Bhi uachtair bhacainn na bpaisti lipéadaithe go soiléir ina n-aonar agus stérailte laistigh da limistéir
athraithe cldidini a bhi ainmnithe.

e Breathnaiodh ar na seomrai sigartha a choinneail aerdilte go leordhdthanach leis na fuinneoga fagtha ar
oscailt agus teocht an tseomra a choinneail ag na leibhéil riachtanacha.

e  Bhisolathairti leordhdthanacha fiochdin inditscartha ar fail go héasca sna seomrai stgartha.

e  Bhi boscai bruscair coise ar fdil ar fud an aitribh chun dramhail a dhidscairt go sabhdilte.

Ddileadh Cégas:
e Nior tugadh aon chégas ar 14 na cigireachta.

e  Stérdladh cégais inaccessible do na paisti réamhscoile.
e  Bhi cdgais a scrudaiodh laistigh den data.

e Thug an fhoireann le fios go ndéanfai seicedil ar uachtair ghréine ar bhonn bliantuil.

Coladh Sabhailte:
e Bhi dhd sheomra codlata ainmnithe, ceann in aice leis an seomra Baby ina raibh seacht leaba do phaisti

faoi bhun dha bhliain d'aois agus ceann in aice leis an seomra corcra/na wobblers le naoi leaba. Ina
theannta sin, bhi leapacha cruachta ar fail do sholathar codlata do leanai nios sine sa seomra bui/na

naionain a rinneadh athchdirit agus a rinneadh fabhrach do chodladh tar éis 16in gach |a.
e Bhi am scithe ainmnithe ag leanai nios sine.

e Bhispasanna sabhdilte agus compordacha ag an tseirbhis do na pdisti dga chun lui, rolladh, lamhachan,

iad féin a tharraingt suas, iniuchadh a dhéanamh agus a bheith cosanta 6 leanai a bhi nios soghluaiste.

y Rialachain an Achta um Churam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
J o LA Achta um Churam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) (Least) 2016 11 de 14
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e Bhiteirmiméadar ar fail sna seomrai codlata agus usaideadh é mar mhodh chun teocht an tseomra
codlata a thaifeadadh. Bhi polasai codlata na seirbhise ar fdil agus chuir an fhoireann in iul déibh go raibh
siad ar an eolas agus an polasai a Iéamh.

e Bhilinéadach agus blaincéid ainmnithe ag gach leanbh a bhi nite ar an [athair gach seachtain n6 de réir

mar is ga.

Faisnéis maidir le Neamhchomhlionadh

Sabhailteacht Ghinearalta

1. Bhi grinnfhiosrdchdn an Gharda Siochana ar fail do 16 duine fasta san iomlan. Mar sin féin, nior tugadh
data nochtadh grinnfhiosrichain amhain laistigh de na tri bliana roimhe sin i gcomhréir leis an bhFogra

Rialdla Cigireachta Luathbhlianta 'EYI-RN12.3 Athnuachan ar Ghrinnfhiosrdchdn an Gharda Siochana'.

Gniomh arna sheoladh isteach ag an Solathrai Claraithe

Ar an 10/09/2025 chuir an solathrai claraithe an méid seo a leanas in iul

Gniomh Ceartaitheach agus Gniomh Coisctheach

Sabhailteacht Ghinearalta
Cuireadh iarratas isteach ar ghrinnfhiosrdchan an Gharda Siochana. Déanfar athbhreithnit ar gach comhad foirne
amach anseo agus déanfar grinnfhiosrdchan an Gharda Siochdna a athnuachan do gach ball foirne laistigh de na

tréimhsi ama molta.

Doiciméid Tacaiochta Curtha isteach

Sabhailteacht Ghinearalta
Cuireadh céip de nochtadh grinnfhiosrdchdin an Gharda Siochana do bhall foirne amhain faoi bhraid oifig
chigireachta na luathbhliana.

Noéta Trachta Achomair

Ta athbhreithniu déanta ag an gcigire ar na gniomhartha agus ar an bhfianaise a cuireadh isteach. Tugadh aghaidh

leordhéthanach ar an neamhchomhlionadh a sainaithniodh faoi Rialachan 23.

H Rialachain an Achta um Churam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
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Cuid VI - Sabhailteacht

Rialachan 25 - Garchabhair

SPECTORATE

(1) Cinnteoidh soldthrai claraithe go mbeidh duine atd oilte ar gharchabhair do leanai ar fdil Idithreach i gconai do

na leanai a fhreastalaionn ar an tseirbhis réamhscoil.
(2) Cinnteoidh soldthrai claraithe go mbeidh bosca garchabhrach do leanai a bhfuil an trealamh cui ann—

(a) stordilte go sabhdilte in dit fheicedlach san ditreabh ar féidir teacht air gan dua, agus

(b) ar fail i gconai do na leanai a fhreastalaionn ar an tseirbhis réamhscoile.

(1) Aithniodh go raibh cuigear ball foirne tar éis tabhairt faoi oilidint garchabhrach do Fhreagréiri Garchabhrach

(FAR) agus go raibh siad ar fail do na paisti sa tseirbhis réamhscoile.
(2)(a) Stéraladh bosca garchabhrach ata feistithe go cui i limistéar ata inaitheanta go héasca sa phriomhoifig ar an
priomh urlar.

(b) Bhi an bosca garchabhrach ar fail le husaid ag na daoine fasta i gcas éigeandala.

Cuid VI - Sabhailteacht

Rialachan 26 - Bearta maidir le sabhailteacht 6 dhoitean

(1) Cinnteoidh soldthrai claraithe go gcoimeddfar taifead i scribhinn—

(a) ar aon druil déitedin a dhéantar san ditreabh, agus
(b) ar lion, cinedl agus taifead cothabhdla an trealaimh chun déitedn a chomhrac agus na n-aldram deataigh
san ditreabh.

(4) Déanfar fégra i dtaobh na nésanna imeachta a bheidh le leanuint i gcds

dditedin a chur ar taispedint in dit fheicedlach san ditreabh.

Faisnéis maidir le Comhlionadh:

(1)(a) Bhi taifead scriofa ar fail de na druileanna doéiteain miosula a cuireadh i gcrich sa tseirbhis. An druil déiteain
taifeadta deireanach dar data 25/06/2025.
(b) Bhi taifid ar fail maidir le lion, cineal agus cothabhail an trealaimh chomhraicthe déiteain leis an tseirbhis
bhliantuil dar data 3/07/2025.
Bhi an tseirbhis bhliantuil dheireanach ag an gcéras aldraim braite deataigh agus doéiteain don ditreabh
dar data 3/07/2025.

(4)  Taispednadh fograi laistigh den sheirbhis na ndsanna imeachta a bhi le leandint i gcas doitedin sa

Rialachain an Achta um Churam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
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aitreabh.

Cuid VI - Sabhailteacht

Rialachan 28 - Arachas

Cinnteoidh soldthrai cldraithe go mbeidh an tseirbhis réamhscoile faoi drachas leordhéthanach.

Bhi clidach arachais leordhéthanach ar fail do 85 leanbh réamhscoile. Ta polasai baili go dti an 27/03/2026.

- Rialachain an Achta um Churam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) 2016 agus Rialachain an
JSM Achta um Charam Leanai 1991 (Seirbhisi Luathbhlianta) (Leasu) 2016 14 4e 14
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stmes  Early Years Inspectorate Regulatory Report

INSPECTORATE

Pre School
TUSLA Identifier: TU2015GY089
Name of Service: An Chéad Eitilt
Address of Service: Knockanavoddy, Furbo, Spiddal, Co. Galway
Eircode: H91 YF57
Name of Registered Provider: Linda Richardson
Service type: Full Day, Part Time, Sessional
Date of Inspection: 31/07/2025

No of pre-school children: AM _ PM 29

Address of the Early Years Inspectorate: | Tusla - Child and Family Agency,
Early Years Inspectorate, Quality Assurance Directorate,
Clinical & Administration Building,

Block A- (1st Floor-Green Corridor), Merlin Park, Galway

Inspection undertaken by: F Nic Dhonnacha

Title: Early Years Inspector

Authority to Inspect

The Tusla Early Years Inspectorate carries out inspections of Early Years Services under Section 58(J) of the Child

Care Act 1991 (as inserted by Section 92 of the Child and Family Agency Act 2013).

Conditions if applicable Not applicable

s Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
JSIA Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 1012
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Description of service

This private preschool offers the options of full day care and part time care provision from 8.00hrs to 18.00hrs and
an Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) pre-school care programme and sessional programme from 9.30hrs
to 12.30hrs, from Monday to Friday. The preschool caters for children aged between 0 months and 6 years of age.
Additionally, a school age programme from 13.45hrs to 18.00hrs is offered. A child centred play based preschool
curriculum focusing on Montessori and emerging interests is provided. The preschool service is located on its own
grounds, in the village of Furbo, west county Galway. There are 6 playrooms: the Baby room, Wobbler room/
Seomra corcra, Toddler room/Seomra bui, Junior Montessori/Seomra glas and School age room/Seomra ban all on
the ground floor and the Senior Montessori/Seomra thuas staighre and school aged room are on the first floor.
There is an outdoor sheltered unit called the Hill that the Seomra thuas staighre/senior Montessori use two days a
week for outdoor activities and learning. There are 2 designated sleep rooms, with 7 cots in one and 9 cots in the
other. Additionally, 28 stackable beds are available for older preschool children requiring sleep. The premises has
its own kitchen where children’s main meals were prepared, cooked and stored on site. There is a designated
dining room adjacent to the kitchen used by the children. The preschool children have access to various secured
outdoor play areas at the rear and side of the premises and on the Hill, which includes an all-weather sheltered

area for children’s play activities, fresh air and exploration.

The registered provider is on the premises daily. There are a total of 14 staff and 2 students over the age of 18
years (who were supervised at all times by qualified staff) currently working in the premises. There is a named
person in charge and there is a named designated deputy. Eleven staff hold at least a major award in Early
Childhood Care and Education at Level 5 on the National Qualifications Framework, or a qualification deemed by
the Minister to be equivalent. The staff have documentary evidence of on-going training and education.

On the day of inspection, there were 9 staff working directly with the preschool children which included the
person in charge. There was 1 staff member working with the school aged children. In addition, there was a
student over the age of 18 years caring for the children. The person in charge was the designated cook preparing,
cooking, serving children’s meals and snacks. In addition, the person in charge assisted with the administration

parts of the inspection.

» Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
J ?I_A Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 2 of 12
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Methodology

Tusla’s Early Years Inspectorate is the independent statutory regulator of early years services in Ireland. The Child

ISPECTORATE

Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 define the duty of a registered provider to ensure the safety
and well- being of children and to comply with these regulations. This Act also gives Tusla the authority to assess
compliance with the regulations. The purpose of regulation in relation to early years services is to ensure that the
care, safety, and well-being of children attending such services is upheld. Inspections of early years services are
planned based on the following:

. Previous inspection history

. Any information received in relation to the service

The findings on inspection are based on:

. Information obtained through examination of documentation
. Direct observation
o Discussion with relevant staff

This inspection was unannounced and focused on the area of governance, health, welfare and development of

child and safety. The inspection may also focus on other areas as required.

On inspection additional non-compliance which posed a risk was identified under Regulation 9 and 23. These

findings are outlined within the relevant regulations within this report.

Inspection findings are documented in the inspection report which is first issued in draft format to the service
with an opportunity to respond to any findings. Where statutory requirements are identified as not being met, the
registered provider must demonstrate how they have rectified the non-compliance and will prevent any non -
compliance from re occurring. The Corrective Action and Preventive Action plan (CAPA) will be used to inform
decisions about compliance with regulatory requirements. Where the registered provider fails to meet the

statutory requirements an escalation process may be commenced.

The inspectorate reserves the right to edit responses received for reasons including clarity, completeness and
compliance with administrative and legal processes. The contents of the report are compiled by the inspectorate

body.

» Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
J ;LA Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 30f12
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Part lll - Management and Staff

Regulation 9 — Management and recruitment

(1) A registered provider shall ensure that-
(a) the service has a designated person in charge and a named person who is able to deputise as required,
(b) at all times during the period when the pre-school service is being carried on, the designated person in
charge or the named person referred to in subparagraph (a) is on the premises, and
(2) A registered provider shall ensure that each employee, unpaid worker and contractor is suitable and competent
taking into consideration the nature of the needs of children, including by-
(a) consideration of references from the person’s past employers, if any, and in particular the most recent
employer, if any,
(b) consideration of references from reputable sources in the case of a person who has no past employers,
(c) consideration of the vetting disclosure received from the National Vetting Bureau of the Garda Siochdna in
accordance with the Act of 2012 in respect of the person, and
(d) ensuring, insofar as is practicable, that where a person has lived in a state other than the State for a period
of longer than 6 consecutive months, he or she provides police vetting from the police authorities in that state.
(4) A registered provider shall ensure that, without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (2) and subject to
paragraphs (5) and (6), each employee working directly with children attending the service holds at least a major
award in Early childhood Care and Education at Level 5 on the National Qualifications Framework or a qualification

deemed by the Minister to be equivalent.

Compliance Information

(1) (a) There was a designated person in charge and there was a named person available to deputise in the
service.
(b) The person in charge was on the premises when the early years inspector arrived and remained on site for
the duration of the inspection. Staff rosters indicated that either the designated person in charge or deputy

were available, on the premises, when the pre-school children were present.
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(2)  All 14 staff and 2 student files were reviewed on the day of inspection. This included the registered
provider, person in charge/cook, school age staff member, relief person and 10 staff who work directly with
the preschool children.

(a) Eighteen written validated references, available on file were from a past employer.

(b) Fourteen written validated references, available on file were from a source other than the past employer.

(c) Garda vetting disclosures had been obtained for 14 staff and 2 students over the age of 18. However, the
service did not adhere to the re-vetting timeframes as outlined in the Early Years Inspectorate Regulatory
Notice, requiring services to renew Garda vetting every three years. Please refer to the information
outlined under regulation 23 of this report.

(d) Four of 5 adults who lived outside the jurisdiction, for longer than 6 months, while over the age of 18 years
had the required police vetting available on file.

(4)  Eleven of the 14 adults held a Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQl) at a minimum of a Level 5, in Early
Childhood Care and Education. Copies of qualifications were on file for these staff members. The cook and

school age staff member did not require a qualification.

Non-Compliance Information

(2) (d) One of 5 adults who lived and worked in a state other than this state while over the age of 18 years for
longer than 6 months did not have the required police vetting available on inspection.
(4) One adult working directly with the preschool children, did not show evidence of the following:
— A minimum award in Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQl) at a Level 5 on the National Framework
of Qualifications, in Early Childhood Care and Education or a qualification deemed by the Minister to

be equivalent.

Corrective & Preventive Action submitted by the Registered Provider
On 10/09/2025 the registered provider advised of the following
Corrective and Preventive Action

(2) (d) Police vetting has been obtained for the 1 adult who did not have the required police vetting on the
day of inspection. All staff files will be reviewed thoroughly going forward and the required police vetting
will be obtained for any staff who lived or worked in a state for longer than 6 months over the age of 18
years.

(4) An application was sent to the DCEDIY for early years recognition for 1 adult who was working directly with

the preschool children.

Supporting documentation submitted
(2)(d) A copy of the required police vetting was submitted.

» Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
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(4) A copy of the letter from the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) with

the qualification equivalence outlined.

Summary Comment

The inspector has reviewed the actions and evidence submitted. The non-compliance identified under Regulation 9

(2)(d) and (2) (4) has been adequately addressed.

Part Ill - Management and Staff

Regulation 11 - Staffing levels

(1) Subject to this Regulation, a registered provider shall ensure that there is at all times an adequate number of
adults working directly with the children attending the pre-school service.
(2) Subject to paragraphs (4) and (5), a registered provider of a full day care service or a part-time day care service
shall ensure that at all times the minimum ratio of adults to children specified in column (3) of Part 1 of Schedule 6
opposite a particular reference number specified in column (1) of that Part in respect of the age range of the
children specified in column (2) thereof at that reference number is satisfied.
(8) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) to (7)-
(a) a registered provider of a pre-school service other than a child-minding service or a sessional pre-school
service shall ensure that there are at least 2 adults on the premises at all times,
provide assistance to the person in charge in operating the service is, at all times, within close distance of the

service and available to attend the service to assist the person in charge in the event of an emergency.

Compliance Information \

(1) The registered provider ensured that an adequate number of adults were working with the preschool children.
On the morning of the inspection, there were 44 preschool children present.
- 12 children were aged 1 year to 2 years,
- 6 children were aged between 2 to 3 years,
- 26 children were aged between 3 to 6 years.

(2) The minimum ratio of adults to children was maintained throughout the inspection.
There were 9 staff directly caring for these children.
The manager assisted with the administrative side of the inspection, and 1 student was supervised while
interacting with the children.

(8)(a) From review of the service roster, it was evident that the preschool service ensures that 2 adults are on

the premises during the operation of the full day care service Monday to Friday.
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Additionally, 1 adult was caring directly for 11 school aged children on summer camp programme.

Part V - Care of Child in Pre-school Service

Regulation 19 - Health, welfare and development of child

(1) A registered provider shall, in providing a pre-school service, ensure that-
(a) each child’s learning, development and well-being is facilitated within the daily life of the pre-school service
through the provision of the appropriate activities, interaction, materials and equipment, having regard to the

age and stage of development of the child, and

Compliance Information \

(1)(a) The children’s learning, development and well-being were facilitated within the service through the
provision of appropriate activities, interactions, materials and equipment, having regard to the age and

stage of development of the children.

Basic Needs of Children:

e The adults treated the children in a caring and respectful manner and positive behavioural strategies were
used during interactions.

e The adults conversed with the children in a sensitive manner, used soft tones of voice, engaged with the
children at their level and responded promptly to their cues for assistance and comfort in the indoor and
outdoor environment.

e The adults offered praise and encouragement. The children were respected and supported in their choice
of individual and group engagement in activities.

e A key person approach was observed in each care room. The staff demonstrated an appropriate level of
knowledge of the children’s interests and individual capabilities. The children were notified and consulted
in advance of changes in the activities. The transitions in the programme of care were completed cohesively
in a calm manner in the care rooms.

o The children were encouraged to be independent in play and learning, whilst caring for their belongings and
using the toilet. Staff supervised and treated the children in a sensitive manner while the children used the
toilet.

e The children were encouraged and supported to manage their own personal care needs.

e Children who wore a nappy were changed regularly whilst maintaining their privacy and dignity during the

procedure.

oy Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and Childcare Act 1991 (Early Years
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The infant’s sleep was attended to on an individual basis and an alternative area and activities were offered
for children who did not wish to sleep. There were 2 designated sleep rooms for younger children who slept
in cots and the Seomra Bui playroom was converted after dinner time for any of the older children who
were tired and required a rest or sleep. Stackable beds were used with individual bed linen for each child.
Mealtime was observed to be a relaxed and unhurried period. Extra portions were offered to the children
if they requested more. All children from the playrooms on the ground floor had their meals and snacks in
their playrooms, while the children from the first floor went to the dining room for their main meals.

The children were offered a range of developmentally challenging play and learning activities. The children
were observed to be fully engaged and included in all activities in the indoor and outdoor environments.
The children were observed listening to stories and interacting with the adults, playing with transport
vehicles, dolls, costumes, arts and crafts and at tabletop activities.

The children in the baby room were observed to have the freedom to crawl, roll or walk on the soft matting
in the room. They were observed to play in the ball pool, play with shape sorters and sat with the staff on
the floor looking at books.

All the children had the opportunity to play in their designated outdoor play areas on the day of inspection.
The children were observed playing on tricycles, climbing on the activity centre, running, chasing, sitting on

the mushroom shaped seats and playing on the see-saw.

Physical and Material Environment:

The indoor and outdoor environments were appropriately resourced with a range of developmentally
challenging equipment and materials. The care rooms were bright and colourful displaying the children’s
artwork and illustrated learning aids in both English and Irish. A visual display was available demonstrating
a photographic illustration of the children’s routine, who is in the class today, all about me and emotions.
Each playroom had adequately resourced areas of interest including an arts and crafts area, low level
tables and chairs for tabletop activities, a dress up area with a large range of costumes, a kitchen, shop
corner and nature table. Each room had a selection of books and a soft seating area to rest and relax.

The shelving units accommodated individually labelled containers with a large range of construction,
literacy, pretend and manipulative equipment.

The tables and chairs were age appropriate and suited the age range of children in each room. Extra toys

and play materials were available and rotated on a seasonal basis.
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Outdoor Play Area

e The areas were safe and secure with boundary walls and fencing with an impact absorbing surface and
concrete paths. The play area located to the rear of the service accommodated a large activity centre with
climbing area, slide, pedal and balance bikes. There was a storage shed with various extra toys and play
materials. The outdoor play area to the side of the premises adjacent to the baby room, Toddlers and
Montessori room was adequately resourced with play equipment. Items included wooden playhouses, a
shop that resembled the local community shop, an activity centre, push bikes, foot pedalled cars, see-
saws and slides.

e Additionally, there was an area available with artificial grass, with a secure boundary wall and fencing.

e To the rear of the entire premises is an area called the Hill, with a tunnel entrance through the hedging. It
was acknowledged the children and adults use this area on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The area includes a
wooden garden room with tables, chairs, play materials and equipment. The area has a grass surface and

is secure with boundary walls and over looks Galway Bay.

Part VI - Safety

Regulation 23 - Safeguarding health, safety and welfare of child

A registered provider shall ensure that all reasonable measures are taken to safeguard the health, safety and

welfare of a pre-school child attending the service and that the environment of the service is safe.

Compliance Information ‘

General Safety:

e The entrance door into the pre-school was secure to prevent unauthorised access by a person or the

unsupervised exiting by a pre-school child.

e The external outdoor play areas were secured by fencing, walls and gates so that unauthorised persons

could not access or enter the area or children could not exit unsupervised.

e The doors into the kitchen, dining room, office, staff room and adult only sanitary rooms had a system of

security.
e All cleaning agents and equipment were stored inaccessible and out of children’s reach.
e All toys and play equipment were observed to be safe and in good condition.

e Blind cords were secured by fasteners and thereby inaccessible to a pre-school child.
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e Fire doors throughout the building were unobstructed.

Infection Control:
e There were 3 designated nappy changing areas: one for the children attending the Baby room, one for the
children attending the Seomra corcra/the wobblers and one for the children attending the Seomra

bui/toddler room.

e The children’s belongings for nappy changing were individually labelled.
The children’s barrier creams were clearly individually labelled and stored within their designated nappy
changing areas.

e The playrooms were observed to be kept adequately ventilated with the windows left open whilst
maintaining the room temperatures at the required levels.

e Adequate supplies of disposable tissues were readily available in the playrooms.

e Foot pedaled lidded bins were available throughout the premises for the safe disposal of waste.

Administration of Medication:
e No medication was administered on the day of inspection.
e Medication was stored inaccessible to the pre-school children.
e Maedicines examined were within date.

e Staff advised suncreams were checked on an annual basis.

Safe Sleep:
o There were 2 designated sleep rooms, one adjacent to the Baby room which had 7 cots for children under
2 years of age sleep provision. A second sleep room adjacent to the seomra corcra/the wobblers had 9
cots. Additionally, there were stackable beds available for older children’s sleep provision in the seomra

bui/the toddlers which was converted and made conducive for sleep after lunch each day.

e Older children had designated relaxation time.

e The service had safe and comfortable spaces for the younger toddlers to lie, roll, creep, crawl, pull
themselves up, explore and to be protected from children who were more mobile.

e A podthermometer was available in the sleep rooms and used as the method of recording the sleep room
temperature. The service sleep policy was available and staff advised they were aware and read the

policy.

e Each child had designated linen and blankets which were washed onsite weekly or as required.
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Non-Compliance Information

General Safety:
1. Garda vetting was available for 16 adults in total. However, 1 vetting disclosure was not dated within the
previous 3 years in adherence to with the Early Years Inspectorate Regulatory Notice ‘EYI-RN12.3 Renewal

of Garda Vetting’

Action submitted by the Registered Provider

On the 10/09/2025 the registered provider advised of the following

Corrective & Preventive Action

General Safety:
An application was submitted for garda vetting. All staff files will be reviewed in the future and garda vetting will

be renewed for all staff within the recommended timeframes.

Supporting documentation submitted

General Safety:
A copy of a garda vetting disclosure for 1 staff member was submitted to the office of the early year’s
inspectorate.

Summary Comment

The inspector has reviewed the actions and evidence submitted. The non-compliance identified under Regulation

23 has been adequately addressed.

Part VI - Safety

Regulation 25 - First aid

(1) A registered provider shall ensure that a person trained in first aid for children is, at all times, immediately
available to the children attending the pre-school service.
(2) A registered provider shall ensure that a suitably equipped first aid box for children-

(a) is safely stored in an easily accessible and conspicuous position on the premises, and

(b) is available to the children attending the pre-school service at all times.

Compliance Information
(1) It was acknowledged that 5 staff had undertaken First Aid Responder (FAR) first aid training and were

available to the children in the preschool service.
(2)(a) A suitably equipped first aid box was stored in a readily identifiable area in the main office on the ground

floor.
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(b) The first aid box was available for use by the adults in the event of an emergency.

Part VI - Safety

Regulation 26 - Fire safety measures

(1) A registered provider shall ensure that a record in writing is kept of-

(a) any fire drill that takes place in the premises, and

(b) the number, type and maintenance record of fire fighting equipment and smoke alarms in the premises.
(4) A notice of the procedures to be followed in the event of fire shall be displayed in a conspicuous position in the
premises.
Compliance Information
(1)(a) A written record was available of the monthly fire drills completed in the service. The last recorded fire drill

was dated 25/06/2025.

(b) Records were available in relation to the number, type and maintenance of fire-fighting equipment with
the annual service dated 3/07/2025.
The smoke and fire detection alarm system for the premises had the last annual service dated 3/07/2025.

(4)  Notices were displayed within the service of the procedures to be followed in the event of fire in the

premises.

Part VI - Safety

Regulation 28 - Insurance

A registered provider shall ensure that the pre-school service is adequately insured.

Compliance Information

Adequate insurance cover was available for 85 pre-school children. The policy is valid until the 27/03/2026.
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